Variation in DNA content of mononuclear cells of patients with dementia of the Alzheimer type.
Flow cytometry studies to measure mean DNA content and intercellular variability around the mean were performed on mononuclear blood cells obtained from 21 patients with a clinical diagnosis of dementia of the Alzheimer type (DAT) and 25 cognitively intact individuals. There was no difference in the mean DNA content between both groups. However, patients with DAT had significantly increased intercellular variability compared to controls (3.52 vs. 3.06, respectively). These results are consistent with the reports of increased aneuploidy associated with DAT found on cytogenetic examination.